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§ 1250.82 How will NARA handle a 
FOIA request for confidential com-
mercial information? 

If NARA receives a FOIA request for 
records containing confidential com-
mercial information or for records that 
we believe may contain confidential 
commercial information and if the in-
formation is less than 10 years old, we 
will follow these procedures: 

(a) If, after reviewing the records in 
response to a FOIA request, we believe 
that the records may be opened, we 
will make reasonable efforts to inform 
the submitter of this. When the request 
is for information from a single or 
small number of submitters, NARA 
will send a notice via registered mail 
to the submitter’s last known address. 
Our notice to the submitter will in-
clude a copy of the FOIA request and 
will tell the submitter the time limits 
and procedures for objecting to the re-
lease of the requested material. 

(b) The submitter will have 5 working 
days from the receipt of our notice to 
object to the release and to explain the 
basis for the objection. The NARA 
FOIA Officer may extend this period 
for an additional 5 working days. 

(c) NARA will review and consider all 
objections to release that are received 
within the time limit. If we decide to 
release the records, we will inform the 
submitter in writing. This notice will 
include copies of the records as we in-
tend to release them and our reasons 
for deciding to release. We will also in-
form the submitter that we intend to 
release the records 10 working days 
after the date of the notice unless a 
U.S. District Court forbids disclosure. 

(d) If the requester files a lawsuit 
under the FOIA for access to any with-
held records, we will inform the sub-
mitter. 

(e) We will notify the requester when-
ever we notify the submitter of the op-
portunity to object or to extend the 
time for objecting.

§ 1250.84 Service of subpoena or other 
legal demand for NARA operational 
records. 

(a) A subpoena duces tecum or other 
legal demand for the production of 
NARA operational records must be ad-
dressed to the Office of the General 
Counsel (NGC), Room 3110, National 

Archives and Records Administration, 
8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD, 
20740-6001. 

(b) The Archivist of the United 
States and the General Counsel are the 
only NARA employees authorized to 
accept, on behalf of NARA, service of a 
subpoena duces tecum or other legal 
demands for NARA operational 
records. 

(c) Regulations concerning service of 
a subpoena duces tecum or other legal 
demand for archival records 
accessioned into the National Archives 
of the United States, records of other 
agencies in the custody of the Federal 
records centers, and donated historical 
materials are located at 36 CFR 1254.8.
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AUTHORITY: 44 U.S.C. 2104(a).

§ 1252.1 Scope. 

This subchapter prescribes rules and 
procedures governing the public use of 
records and donated historical mate-
rials in the custody of the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration 
(NARA). Except for part 1250, this sub-
chapter does not apply to current oper-
ating records of NARA. This sub-
chapter also prescribes rules and proce-
dures governing the public use of cer-
tain NARA facilities. 

[59 FR 29191, June 6, 1994]

§ 1252.2 Definitions. 

The following definitions are estab-
lished for terms used in this sub-
chapter. 

Archives or archival records mean Fed-
eral records that have been determined 
by NARA to have sufficient historical 
or other value to warrant their contin-
ued preservation by the U.S. Govern-
ment, and have been transferred to the 
National Archives of the United States. 

Director means the head of a Presi-
dential library, the head of a Presi-
dential Materials Staff, the head of a 
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